
What an exciting civics education
we’ve experienced in the past 10
years, when we think of what most
of us couldn’t imagine 10 years ago.
Lots of partisan drama coming
from all Government offices, these
days: 

Efforts to reform the Uniformed
Services Former Spouses Protec-

tion Act (USFSPA) are proceeding
way below the radar. We don’t kid
ourselves, there are those who will
always want more from us casual-
ties; they won’t give up, nor can we. 

Last month, we remembered
those who gave up their lives pro-
tecting our country from its ene-
mies, foreign and domestic.
Lincoln warned us the USA will be
taken down by an insider enemy;

then he was assassinated. We know
why we must be always vigilant.

At home, in our family law juris-
dictions, our state legislatures can
help reform USFSPA, as several
states have already done. Don’t
hesitate to ask us, to help with that
mission

At your service, 
Dennis Egge, ARA President

VIEW FROM THE CHARTHOUSE
By Dennis Egge, President 
American Retirees Association

This article is named appropri-
ately for what’s happening inside
the DC Beltway. Drama prevails
with endless political party feud-
ing. Next year’s National Defense
Authorization Act (NDAA) is still
sequestered in conference but
maybe that’s a good thing. 
Thanks to National Military Vet-

erans Alliance (NMVA) support,
we are proceeding with our long
awaited Military Divorce Action
Equity Act. This is focused on fam-
ily law  jurisdictions that do not
otherwise garnish jointly earned
family  income as former depend-
ent spouse support. Remember,

uniformed service personnel are
designated Former Spouse Act ca-
sualties. As a (retired from active
duty) Navy NCO I am one of those. 
The Pentagon’s recent decision

to prospectively base USFSPA gar-
nishment amounts to the casu-
alty’s base income on Final Decree
Day, does not include casualties
who were suffering, retrospectively,
and are so far forgotten.

We never give up, 
Dennis Egge, ARA President for

James Noone ARA Legal Counsel

With our Uniformed Services Association affiliate 
defending the rights of all uniformed service personnel
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National Military and Veterans Alliance
Uniformed Services Former Spouse Protection Act (USFSPA)

Legislative agenda for the 118th Congress
Goal:  Identify, address and correct USFSPA inequities
Objectives:

Continue discussions with DoD, regarding the urgent need to adequately brief all personnel on the US-•
FSPA and its possible implications to a military career.
Work with Congress for hearings regarding the USFSPA prior to the markup of the National Defense•
Authorization Act.
Work to identify members of Congress to introduce meaningful legislation to address many of the prob-•
lems, for all parties, that currently exist within the USFSPA.

American Logistics Association .............................................ala-national.org, membership@ala-national.org
American Military Society .............................................................................amsmilitary.org, 1-800-379-6128
American Retirees Association..........................................americanretirees.org, contactara@rocketmail.com
American WWII Orphans Network .......................................................................awon.org, awon@awon.org
American Veterans (AMVETS).....................................................................amvets.org, amvets@amvets.org
American World War Network ......................................................................................glayne731@gmail.com
America’s Warrior Partnership ........................................................................americaswarriorpartnership.org
Armed Forces Marketing Council ...................................................................theafmc.org, info@theafmc.org
Armed Forces Retirees Association ...................................................armedforcesretirees.org, 617-590-0172 
Army Navy Union .....................................................................armynavyunion.org, info@armynavyunion.org
Association of the United States Navy .......................................................................ausn.org, 703-548-5800
Catholic War Veterans .................................................................................................cwv.org, 703-549-3622
Chief Warrant & Warrant Officers Assn of the U.S. Coast Guard ...cwoauscg@cwoauscg.orb, 202-963-1793
Gold Star Wives of America ..........................................................goldstarwives.org, info@goldstarwives.org
Healing Household 6...................................................healinghousehold6.org, info@healinghouseholds6.org
Heroes Athletic Association ........................herosathleticassociation.org, info@heroesathleticassociation.org
Japanese American Veterans Association ..............................java.wildapricot.org, javapotomac@gmail.com
Jewish War Veterans of the USA .............................................................jwv.org, jwv@jwv.org 202-265-6280
Korean War Veterans Association ........................................kwva.us, membership@kwva.us, 217-345-4414
Legion of Valor ..............................................................................................legionofvalor.org, 202-320-3295
Military Order of the Purple Heart ..................purpleheart.org, membership@purpleheart.org, 888-668-1656
Military Order of Foreign Wars ......................................................................................................mofwus.org
Military Order of the World Wars ......................................moww.org, chiefofstaff@moww.org, 703-683-4911
National Defense Committee........................................................................................RADMCarey@aol.com
National Gulf War Resource Center .......................................ngwrc.org, support@ngwrc.org, 785-925-9887
Naval Enlisted Reserve Association .....................................nera.org, members@nera.org, 1-800-776-9020
Non Commissioned Officers Association .....................................................ncoausa.org, tkish@ncoausa.org
Reserve Organization of America (ROA) ....................................roa.org, ROAInfo@roa.org, 1-800-809-9448
Sea Service Family Foundation ......................................................................................seaservicefamily.org, 
Society of Military Widows ..................................................................................................militarywidows.org
TREA: The Enlisted Association.......................................................trea.org, 1-800-338-9337, 303-752-0660
The Flag & General Officers Network.................................flagandgeneralofficersnetwork.org, 401-474-7079
The Independence Fund.......................................................................independencefund.org, 888-851-7996
Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors (TAPS) .........................taps.org, 1-800-959-8277, 202-588-8277
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW)..........................................................vfw.org, 816-756-3390, 202-543-2239  
Veterans of Modern Warfare..........................................................................................................vmwusa.org
VetsFirst. ........................................................................................................................................vetsfirst.org
Vietnam Veterans of America ...................................................................................vva.org, 1-800-882-1316

Share your USFSPA reform concerns with those your dues support.
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AMERICAN RETIREES ASSOCIATION
Membership dues/book order instructions and form

Annual membership dues are $30.00
The single copy price for our book “Divorce and the Military II” is $19.95 (shipping & handling included)
ARA Member Discount prices: 1 copy $15.95;  2-9 copies $14.95 each; 10+ copies $13.95 each
Non-ARA Member Discount prices are: 1-5 copies $18.95; 6-10 copies $17.95 each; 11+ copies $16.95 each
All shipments of 1 to 4 books will be shipped via USPS. For orders of 5 or more books, please contact our 

araredlands@yahoo.com for rates and terms. 
Please send your book order with payment to:

American Retirees Association
700 E. Redlands Blvd., Ste U-307
Redlands, CA 92373-6152

 Cost (each) x Quantity  $

 California Residents: Please add 8.75% sales tax  $

 Total  $

There are 2 options:

1. Call the ARA Business office at (909) 557-0107 to order, or

2. For those who desire to order their book via U.S. Mail, simply complete the following and return via First Class Mail. Your 
order will be mailed to you.

Please send my book(s) to:

 Full Name   (ARA Member: Yes/No) Books quantity

 Shipping Address

 City/State ZIP/Postal Code

 Home phone                                                       Cell phone                                                   Business phone

Email

The American Retirees Association is a 501(C)19 tax-exempt organization. Your membership dues, product purchase or 
contribution payment is 100% tax-deductible.  To ensure our members and supporters privacy, we do not sell, share, lease 
or loan personal identification data or lists to any individual or organization.



700 E. Redlands Blvd., Ste U-307
Redlands, CA 92373-6152

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

DUES CURRENT? Check 
date on your address label. û

NONPROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE

PAID
SAN BERNARDINO

CA 92401
PERMIT NO. 3177

The American Retirees Association is a California chartered Tax Exempt Corporation #1551226 and was also granted Federal Tax Exemption status I.D. 33-
0246743. Dues are $30 a year. Our Washington D.C (703-527-3065) information/support office and Redlands, CA (909-557-0107) membership/sales 

headquarters phones are voice mail equipped; all messages will receive a response. YOUR DUES AND CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.

The American Retirees
Association (ARA) was
chartered in California in
1984 as a nonprofit, tax-ex-
empt corporation to deal
with inequities in the Uni-
formed Services Former
Spouses’ Protection Act
(USFSPA), Public Law 97-
252, 10 U.S.C. § 1408 et seq.
Its membership includes
active duty, reserve, and re-
tired members of the uni-
formed services, both male
and female.
The ARA is headquar-

tered in Redlands, Califor-
nia, and maintains an action

office in the national capital
area. The ARA is recog-
nized, within the national
community of veterans’ or-
ganizations, as the leader of
the USFSPA reform effort.
The goals of the ARA are

relief for those military vet-
erans already affected by
various inequities in this law
and reduction of the threat
to future military retirees.
The ARA maintains that
there must be fair and equi-
table treatment for both
members of any military
marriage that ends in di-
vorce.

ARA Mission Statement IS “DIVORCE AND
THE MILITARY II”
ON YOUR MILITARY 

EXCHANGE 
BOOKSHELF?

If NOT, please advise me:
My objective is to assure all
service personnel have an
opportunity to read this ref-
erence guide before they
marry and divorce. My
email address is contactara
@rocketmail.com.

Thank you for your service, 
Dennis Egge, President, 

American Retirees 
Association 
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The American Retirees Associa-
tion (ARA) was chartered in Califor-
nia in 1984 as a nonprofit,
tax-exempt corporation to deal with
inequities in the Uniformed Serv-
ices Former Spouses’ Protection Act
(USFSPA), Public Law 97-252, 10
U.S.C. § 1408 et seq. Its member-
ship includes active duty, reserve,
and retired members of the uni-
formed services, both male and fe-
male.
The ARA is headquartered in

Redlands, California, and maintains

an action office in the national capi-
tal area. The ARA is recognized,
within the national community of
veterans’ organizations, as the
leader of the USFSPA reform effort.
The goals of the ARA are relief for

those military veterans already af-
fected by various inequities in this
law and reduction of the threat to fu-
ture military retirees. The ARA
maintains that there must be fair
and equitable treatment for both
members of any military marriage
that ends in divorce.

ARA Mission Statement



Page 7April 2023ARA Newsletter

 

AMERICAN RETIREES ASSOCIATION
Membership dues/book order instructions and form

Annual membership dues are $30.00
The single copy price for our book “Divorce and the Military II” is $19.95 (shipping & handling included)
ARA Member Discount prices: 1 copy $15.95;  2-9 copies $14.95 each; 10+ copies $13.95 each
Non-ARA Member Discount prices are: 1-5 copies $18.95; 6-10 copies $17.95 each; 11+ copies $16.95 each
All shipments of 1 to 4 books will be shipped via USPS. For orders of 5 or more books, please contact our 

araredlands@yahoo.com for rates and terms. 
Please send your book order with payment to:

American Retirees Association
700 E. Redlands Blvd., Ste U-307
Redlands, CA 92373-6152

 Cost (each) x Quantity  $

 California Residents: Please add 8.75% sales tax  $

 Total  $

There are 2 options:

1. Call the ARA Business office at (909) 557-0107 to order, or

2. For those who desire to order their book via U.S. Mail, simply complete the following and return via First Class Mail. Your 
order will be mailed to you.

Please send my book(s) to:

 Full Name   (ARA Member: Yes/No) Books quantity

 Shipping Address

 City/State ZIP/Postal Code

 Home phone                                                       Cell phone                                                   Business phone

Email

The American Retirees Association is a 501(C)19 tax-exempt organization. Your membership dues, product purchase or 
contribution payment is 100% tax-deductible.  To ensure our members and supporters privacy, we do not sell, share, lease 
or loan personal identification data or lists to any individual or organization.
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headquarters phones are voice mail equipped; all messages will receive a response. YOUR DUES AND CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.


