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sponsor our proposal, we will
follow the Pentagon’s good
news with a piece of legislation
that NMVA will take to Congress. The point being you curtail family court jurisdictions
By Dennis Egge, President
from awarding military retired
American Retirees Association
pay where it isn’t allowed or
Sometimes no news is good tion, would be based on the es- does not concur with USFSPA
news: One of our legislative ad- timated amount of military re- provisions.
visers tells us, Congress is not tired pay the divorcing military
interested in USFSPA reform. member would earn, at the time
I most certainly will advise,
At the same time, our Secretary of divorce, not sometime in the when it’s your turn to ask those
of Defense decided to reestab- distant future. So much for call- elected to represent your interlish DACOWITS.
ing military intelligence an oxy- ests in Congress, to support our
moron? For sure, Congress is USFSPA reform proposal; If
In 2018, the defense depart- not willing to take on our di- you know who is likely to sponment determined: The per- vorce industry but we are; we sor our proposal, please sound
centage of jointly earned marital never give up.
off to me now.
(disposable military retired pay)
property a family court could
Pending discovery of who, in
Always at your service,
garnish, in a military divorce ac- the US Senate and House will
Dennis Egge, ARA President
women in the peacetime
Armed Forces of the United
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States. Previously, women had
Formation
The Women's Armed Serv- only been allowed to serve as
ices Integration Act of 1948 nurses in peacetime with a
established specific roles for wider variety of roles only
open to them in time of war.
American Retirees Association
However, with the start of the
Serving Divorced Uniformed Service
Korean War in June 1950, the
Personnel
DoD began to investigate
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sense of urgency in defining a
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more comprehensive position
for women in the military.
At the suggestion of Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Manpower Anna Rosenberg,
Marshall formed the Defense
Advisory Committee on
Women in the Services in August 1951. Its first Chair was
Mary Pillsbury Lord, a civic
activist who had been chair of
the National Civilian Advisory
Committee of the Women's
Army Corps (WAC). Some of
its original members included
Oveta Culp Hobby, the first
WAC
director;
Mildred
McAfee Horton, former director of the Women Accepted
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Current Operations
Over the years, the DACOWITS charter has expanded,
enabling
the
Committee to submit numerous recommendations to the
Secretary
of
Defense
(SecDef). The majority of
proposals have been either
fully or partially implemented.
DACOWITS is instrumental
to the DoD and has made significant contributions on topics including the opening of
closed positions to women;
improvements to the health of
deployed servicewomen; increased marketing, accession,
and recruitment of women;
and increased parental leave
authorizations.
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which they may be affiliated.
Members include prominent
civilian women and men from
academia, industry, public
service and other professions.
Selection is on the basis of experience in the military or
with women-related workforce issues. Members are appointed for a 4-year term of
service, serve without compensation, and perform a variety of duties, including
visiting military installations
annually, conducting a review
and evaluation of current research on military women,
and developing an annual report with recommendations
on these issues for the
SecDef.

for Volunteer Emergency
Service (WAVES); Ruth
Streeter, former director of
the Women Marines; actress
Helen Hayes; Sarah G. Blanding, Vassar College President;
engineer Lillian Gilbreth; and
publisher Beatrice Gould.
Meeting for three days at the
Pentagon in 1951, they heard
presentations about recruiting and the possible need for
a women's draft based on the
failure of recruiting during
World War II to meet the military services' requirements
for women. The Committee
helped to develop policies and
standards for women in the
military—using them, exReports &
panding their opportunities,
Membership
Recommendations
recruiting them, and training
Committee members serve
DACOWITS gathers inforthem. The Committee enas special government em- mation from multiple sources,
sured that military women
ployee members, not as offi- to include briefings and writwould have representation at
cial representatives of any ten responses from DoD,
the Department of Defense.
group or organization with
Continued on page 6

ARA Mission Statement

The American Retirees Association (ARA) was
chartered in California in 1984 as a nonprofit,
tax-exempt corporation to deal with inequities
in the Uniformed Services Former Spouses’
Protection Act (USFSPA), Public Law 97-252,
10 U.S.C. § 1408 et seq. Its membership includes active duty, reserve, and retired members
of the uniformed services, both male and female.
The ARA is headquartered in Redlands, California, and maintains an action office in the na-

tional capital area. The ARA is recognized,
within the national community of veterans’ organizations, as the leader of the USFSPA reform
effort.
The goals of the ARA are relief for those military veterans already affected by various inequities in this law and reduction of the threat
to future military retirees. The ARA maintains
that there must be fair and equitable treatment
for both members of any military marriage that
ends in divorce.
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Uniformed Services Former Spouse Protection Act (USFSPA)
Legislative agenda for the 117th Congress

Goal: Identify, address and correct USFSPA inequities
Objectives:
• Continue discussions with DoD, regarding the urgent need to adequately brief all personnel on the USFSPA and its possible implications to a military career.
• Work with Congress for hearings regarding the USFSPA prior to the markup of the National Defense
Authorization Act.
• Work to identify members of Congress to introduce meaningful legislation to address many of the problems, for all parties, that currently exist within the USFSPA.

American Logistics Association .............................................ala-national.org, membership@ala-national.org
American Military Society .............................................................................amsmilitary.org, 1-800-379-6128
American Retirees Association..........................................americanretirees.org, contactara@rocketmail.com
American WWII Orphans Network .......................................................................awon.org, awon@awon.org
American Veterans (AMVETS).....................................................................amvets.org, amvets@amvets.org
American World War Network ......................................................................................glayne731@gmail.com
America’s Warrior Partnership ........................................................................americaswarriorpartnership.org
Armed Forces Marketing Council ...................................................................theafmc.org, info@theafmc.org
Armed Forces Retirees Association ...................................................armedforcesretirees.org, 617-590-0172
Army Navy Union .....................................................................armynavyunion.org, info@armynavyunion.org
Association of the United States Navy .......................................................................ausn.org, 703-548-5800
Catholic War Veterans .................................................................................................cwv.org, 703-549-3622
Chief Warrant & Warrant Officers Assn of the U.S. Coast Guard ...cwoauscg@cwoauscg.orb, 202-963-1793
Gold Star Wives of America ..........................................................goldstarwives.org, info@goldstarwives.org
Healing Household 6...................................................healinghousehold6.org, info@healinghouseholds6.org
Heroes Athletic Association ........................herosathleticassociation.org, info@heroesathleticassociation.org
Japanese American Veterans Association ..............................java.wildapricot.org, javapotomac@gmail.com
Jewish War Veterans of the USA .............................................................jwv.org, jwv@jwv.org 202-265-6280
Korean War Veterans Association ........................................kwva.us, membership@kwva.us, 217-345-4414
Legion of Valor ..............................................................................................legionofvalor.org, 202-320-3295
Military Order of the Purple Heart ..................purpleheart.org, membership@purpleheart.org, 888-668-1656
Military Order of Foreign Wars ......................................................................................................mofwus.org
Military Order of the World Wars ......................................moww.org, chiefofstaff@moww.org, 703-683-4911
National Defense Committee........................................................................................RADMCarey@aol.com
National Gulf War Resource Center .......................................ngwrc.org, support@ngwrc.org, 785-925-9887
Naval Enlisted Reserve Association .....................................nera.org, members@nera.org, 1-800-776-9020
Non Commissioned Officers Association .....................................................ncoausa.org, tkish@ncoausa.org
Reserve Organization of America (ROA) ....................................roa.org, ROAInfo@roa.org, 1-800-809-9448
Sea Service Family Foundation ......................................................................................seaservicefamily.org,
Society of Military Widows ..................................................................................................militarywidows.org
TREA: The Enlisted Association .......................................................trea.org, 1-800-338-9337, 303-752-0660
The Flag & General Officers Network.................................flagandgeneralofficersnetwork.org, 401-474-7079
The Independence Fund.......................................................................independencefund.org, 888-851-7996
Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors (TAPS) .........................taps.org, 1-800-959-8277, 202-588-8277
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW)..........................................................vfw.org, 816-756-3390, 202-543-2239
Veterans of Modern Warfare..........................................................................................................vmwusa.org
VetsFirst. ........................................................................................................................................vetsfirst.org
Vietnam Veterans of America ...................................................................................vva.org, 1-800-882-1316

Share your USFSPA reform concerns with those your dues support.
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treasury general fund. In 1984
congress began requiring
SecDef to provide them with an
annual report on the numbers
of military personnel in all
branches of the armed forces
with an estimate of how many of
them would remain in the military and retire. Then, based on
these estimates, congress appropriated funds to provide for
their retired pay.
This startling discovery provided us with the key to passing
concurrent receipt, it proved
there was no connection between military retired pay and
VA disability compensation.
Then we elected a retired army
general, Lt Gen Billy Thomas,
President of USDR to succeed
Dan
Pettigrew.
General
Thomas went to MOAA in DC
and got a mailing list for all flag
and general officers who were
members of MOAA. He sent
them all a letter prepared for
their signature to President
George W. Bush, stating the
case for concurrent receipt and
telling him it was the right thing
to do.
Our champion on concurrent receipt Gus Bilirakis, D-
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FL had sponsored legislation
on concurrent receipt for years
and this gave him the support
he needed to get it passed.
The Bush Administration
got former VA Sec Tony Principi
to negotiate with us to reduce
the cost of concurrent receipt.
We compromised by agreeing to
accept concurrent receipt only
for those who were 50% or
more disabled initially, with the
agreement all disabled military
retirees would eventually be included! Here we are 20 years
later and congress still has not
kept their word on this!
As a side note, when concurrent receipt was passed in Oct
2003, Dan Pettigrew received
one retired pay check with concurrent receipt and then died. I
just learned that Sergeant
Major Harold Grimes, USA
Ret, who had been president of
USDR before Dan Pettigrew,
passed away a couple of years
ago.
Of the three major battles we
fought, 1. The broken promise
of health care, 2. Concurrent receipt, and 3. USFSPA.
We won the first two of them
by literally bludgeoning congress into submission.
We used the network Col

Find your member of Congress at:

U.S. House of Representatives: Phone: 202-225-3121 Website:
http://www.house.gov/
U.S. Senate: Phone: 202-224-3121 Website: http://senate.gov/
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George “Bud” Day had established to fight for health care
which resulted in congress
passing Tricare.
Col Day had been John McCain’s roommate in the Hanoi
Hilton for five years and was a
MOH recipient. I read his biography and learned he had been
an enlisted Marine in WWII,
then got out and went to college. In Vietnam he became an
Air Force pilot and he was credited with being the first man to
ever survive ejecting from a
fighter jet with no parachute.
Ultima, Don Holland

LIMITED EDITION

ARA ball cap,

white with blue visor and
custom embroidered logo.
Size adjustable.
$11.95 S&H included

Mail payment with order to:
ARA,
700 E. Redlands Blvd., Ste U-307
Redlands, CA 92373-6152
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Service-level military representatives, and subject matter
experts. The Committee collects qualitative data from
focus groups and interactions
with Service members representing the Air Force, Army,
Marine Corps, Navy, and
Coast Guard during installation visits. Additionally, the
Committee examines peerreviewed literature. Based
upon the data collected and
analyzed, the Committee will
submit recommendations and
continuing concerns to the
SecDef.
Service Liaisons &
Other Defense Points of
Contact
IS DIVORCE AND
THE MILITARY II ON
YOUR MILITARY
EXCHANGE
BOOKSHELF?

If NOT, please advise me:
My objective is to assure all
service personnel have an
opportunity to read this reference guide before they
marry and divorce. My
email address is contactara
@rocketmail.com.
Thank you for your service,
Dennis Egge, President,
American Retirees
Association

April 2022

In accordance with Department of Defense Instruction
(DoDI) 5105.04, “Department of Defense Federal Advisory
Committee
Management
Program,”
dated August 6, 2007, and
Deputy Secretary of Defense
memorandum,
“Advisory
Committee Management,”
dated November 26, 2018, the
Military Services will designate a Service Liaison to the
DACOWITS. Service Liaisons attend each DACOWITS
quarterly
business
meeting for the entire duration of the public meeting; respond to all DACOWITS
requests for information; and
ensure the information provided to DACOWITS receives
appropriate security reviews
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prior to the release of any
public disclosure of information. Other Defense points of
contact
are
designated
through the Under Secretary
of Defense for Personnel and
Readiness.

Ex-Officio
Representatives
Authorized by the DACOWITS Charter, the Executive
Director of the Center for
Women Veterans for the Department of Veterans Affairs
will serve as a non-voting, exofficio regular government
employee member, who may
participate in Committee deliberations.

ARA receives inquiries from service
members (SM), spouses, attorneys,
and even relatives.
A breakdown, in terms of categories, includes the following:

1. Inquiries from people who have asked questions too late — their divorce case has been adjudicated, and they failed to ask their attorneys
their questions before the divorce was final. In all these questions, we
have to ask: Why didn’t you ask your attorney that question? This type of
inquiry is asked most often. (Rule #1: Be an active participant in your
own divorce! Ask questions when you don’t understand something.)

2. In a few cases, people are actually asking questions before the fact,
trying to gather information before they file for divorce. In some of those
inquiries, no matter which party asks, it still surprises us to see how little
information people know about the USFSPA and divorce in general, and
their lack of incentive to educate themselves.

3. In the last category are questions from people who have been divorced for several or even many years, now wanting to either stop the
payments from the military retired pay (MRP), (inquiry from SM) or get
more money (from the ex-spouse). On rare occasions, some cases can
be reopened, and Lt Col Thole can refer people to expert lawyers in that
regard.
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AMERICAN RETIREES ASSOCIATION
Membership dues/book order instructions and form

Annual membership dues are $30.00
The single copy price for our book “Divorce and the Military II” is $19.95 (shipping & handling included)
ARA Member Discount prices: 1 copy $15.95; 2-9 copies $14.95 each; 10+ copies $13.95 each
Non-ARA Member Discount prices are: 1-5 copies $18.95; 6-10 copies $17.95 each; 11+ copies $16.95 each
All shipments of 1 to 4 books will be shipped via USPS. For orders of 5 or more books, please contact our
EXVLQHVVR൶FHIRUDTXRWH
/LEUDULHV:KROHVDOHUV%RRNVWRUHVSOHDVHFRQWDFW$5$%XVLQHVV2൶FHSKRQH  )D[  
335-2711, or email araredlands@yahoo.com for rates and terms.
Please send your book order with payment to:

American Retirees Association
700 E. Redlands Blvd., Ste U-307
Redlands, CA 92373-6152
&RVW HDFK [4XDQWLW\

$

&DOLIRUQLD5HVLGHQWV3OHDVHDGGVDOHVWD[

$

Total

$

For Credit Card orders, we offer two convenient plans:
1. For those who desire to order their book “online”, you may enter the ARA Store and follow the easy instructions. Please ensure
that the information you provide exactly matches your credit/debit card statement.
2. For those who desire to order their book via U.S. Mail, simply complete the following and return via First Class Mail.
Please send my book(s) to:

Full Name (as shown on credit card) (ARA Member: Yes/No?)

Books quantity

City/State

ZIP/Postal Code

Shipping Address
Home phone

Email

Cell phone

Business phone

Name as it appears on card: ______________________________________________________________________
9LVD&DUG$FFRXQW1XPEHUBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB6HFXULW\&RGHBBBBBB (
 [SLUHVBBBB
0DVWHU&DUG$FFRXQW1XPEHUBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB6HFXULW\&RGHBBBBBB ([SLUHVBBBB
Amount charged: Dues $______________ Book(s) $______________
Signature: ______________________________________________

Total $____________
Date ___________________

The American Retirees Association is a 501(C)19 tax-exempt organization. Your membership dues, product purchase or contribution payment is 100% tax-deductible. To ensure our members and supporters privacy, we do not sell, share, lease or loan personal
identification data or lists to any individual or organization.

NONPROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE
PAID

700 E. Redlands Blvd., Ste U-307
Redlands, CA 92373-6152

SAN BERNARDINO
CA 92401

PERMIT NO. 3177

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

DUES CURRENT? Check
date on your address label.

û

The American Retirees Association is a California chartered Tax Exempt Corporation #1551226 and was also granted Federal Tax Exemption status I.D. 330246743. Dues are $30 a year. Our Washington D.C (703-527-3065) information/support office and Redlands, CA (909-557-0107) membership/sales
headquarters phones are voice mail equipped; all messages will receive a response. YOUR DUES AND CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.

